Application No. 10/692,270 
Attorney Docket No. 4578 P 020 

Reply to Notice of Noncompliant Amendment Mailed March 31, 2006 
Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Original) A pivoting fluid conduit joint comprising: 
a socket; 

a ball disposed in the socket for movement relative to the socket; and 

a trunnion joining the ball and socket to permit relative pivoting movement between the 

ball and socket about an axis defined by the trunnion, wherein the trunnion is fixed to the ball, 

and a one-way brake, wherein the one-way brake comprises: 
a stepped sleeve operable to engage the trunnion; 

a brake housing fixed to the socket and defining a cylindrical opening for receiving the 
stepped sleeve, the brake housing and the stepped sleeve cooperate to define a tapered slot 
having a wide end and a narrow end; 

a cylinder disposed in the tapered slot; and 

a spring disposed in the wide end of the tapered slot to urge the cylinder toward the 
narrow end of the tapered slot. 

2. (Original) A pivoting fluid conduit joint comprising: 
a socket; 

a ball disposed in the socket for movement relative to the socket; 

a trunnion joining the ball and socket to permit relative pivoting movement between the 
ball and socket about an axis defined by the trunnion, wherein the trunnion is fixed to the socket; 
and 

a one-way brake wherein the one-way brake comprises: 
a stepped sleeve operable to engage the trunnion; 

a brake housing fixed to the ball and defining a cylindrical opening for receiving the 
stepped sleeve, the brake housing and the stepped sleeve cooperate to define a tapered slot 
having a wide end and a narrow end; 

a cylinder disposed in the tapered slot; and 
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a spring disposed in the wide end of the tapered slot to urge the cylinder toward the 
narrow end of the tapered slot. 

3. (Original) A pivoting fluid conduit joint defining a conduit, comprising: 
a first socket; 

a first ball disposed in the first socket and pi votably joined to the first socket along a first 

axis; 

a second socket fixed to the first ball; 

a second ball disposed in the second socket and pi votably joined to the second socket 
along a second axis oriented at a substantially right angle to the first axis; 
a trunnion fixed to the first ball; and 

a brake for resisting pivoting movement of the first ball relative to the first socket, 
wherein the brake comprises: 

a stepped sleeve operable to engage the trunnion; 

a brake housing fixed to the socket and defining a cylindrical opening for receiving the 
stepped sleeve, the brake housing and the stepped sleeve cooperate to define a tapered slot 
having a wide end and a narrow end; 

a cylinder disposed in the tapered slot; and 

a spring disposed in the wide end of the tapered slot to urge the cylinder toward the 
narrow end of the tapered slot. 

4. (Original) A pivoting fluid conduit joint defining a conduit, comprising: 
a first socket; 

a first ball disposed in the first socket and pi votably joined to the first socket along a first 

axis; 

a second socket fixed to the first ball; and 

a second ball disposed in the second socket and pi votably joined to the second socket 
along a second axis oriented at a substantially right angle to the first axis; 

a trunnion fixed to the first socket, and a brake for resisting pivoting movement of the 
first ball relative to the first socket, wherein the brake comprises: 
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a stepped sleeve operable to engage the trunnion; 

a brake housing fixed to the ball and defining a cylindrical opening for receiving the 
stepped sleeve, the brake housing and the stepped sleeve cooperate to define a tapered slot 
having a wide end and a narrow end; 

a cylinder disposed in the tapered slot; and 

a spring disposed in the wide end of the tapered slot to urge the cylinder toward the 
narrow end of the tapered slot. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The monitor housing of Claim [[5]]Jj6, wherein the axis is 
substantially horizontal. 

7-9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended) The monitor housing of Claim [[7]] 17, wherein the first axis is 
substantially horizontal. 

11-13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) A portabl e fir e fighting The monitor housing of claim 17 , 
having a pivoting outlet further comprising: 

a ball and sock e t combination; and 

a one-way brake restricting downward movement of the a pivoting outlet. 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (New) A monitor housing comprising: 
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a plurality of spiked folding legs; 
a valve handle; and, 

a pivoting fluid conduit joint, the pivoting fluid conduit joint comprising: 
a socket; 

a ball disposed in the socket for movement relative to the socket; and 
a trunnion joining the socket to permit relative pivoting movement between the ball and 
socket about an axis defined by the trunnion. 

17. (New) The monitor housing of claim 16, wherein the socket is upstream from the ball. 

18. (New) The monitor housing of claim 16, wherein the socket is downstream from the 

ball. 



19. (New) The monitor housing of claim 16, and further comprising a second trunnion 
aligned coaxially with the first trunnion. 

20. (New) The monitor housing of claim 16, and further comprising: 
a one-way brake. 

2 1 . (New) The monitor housing of claim 20, wherein the trunnion is fixed to the ball, and 
the one-way brake comprises: 

a stepped sleeve operable to engage the trunnion; 

a brake housing fixed to the socket and defining a cylindrical opening for receiving the 
stepped sleeve, the brake housing and the stepped sleeve cooperate to define a tapered slot 
having a wide end and a narrow end; 

a cylinder disposed in the tapered slot; and 

a spring disposed in the wide end of the tapered slot to urge the cylinder toward the 
narrow end of the tapered slot. 
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22. (New) The monitor housing of claim 20, wherein the trunnion is fixed to the socket, 
and the one-way brake comprises: 

a stepped sleeve operable to engage the trunnion; 

a brake housing fixed to the ball and defining a cylindrical opening for receiving the 
stepped sleeve, the brake housing and the stepped sleeve cooperate to define a tapered slot 
having a wide end and a narrow end; 

a cylinder disposed in the tapered slot; and 

a spring disposed in the wide end of the tapered slot to urge the cylinder toward the 
narrow end of the tapered slot. 

23. (New) A monitor housing comprising: 
a plurality of spiked folding legs; 

a valve handle; and, 

a pivoting fluid conduit joint, the pivoting fluid conduit joint defining a conduit and 
comprising: 

a first socket; 

a first ball disposed in the first socket and pivotably joined to the first socket along a first 

axis; 

a second socket fixed to the first ball; and, 

a second ball disposed in the second socket and pivotably joined to the second socket 
along a second axis oriented at substantially a right angle to the first axis. 

24. (New) The monitor housing of claim 23, and further comprising: 

a brake for resisting pivoting movement of the first ball relative to the first socket. 

25. (New) The monitor housing of claim 24, wherein a trunnion is fixed to the first ball, 
and the brake comprises: 

a stepped sleeve operable to engage the trunnion; 
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a brake housing fixed to the socket and defining a cylindrical opening for receiving the 
stepped sleeve, the brake housing and the stepped sleeve cooperate to define a tapered slot 
having a wide end and a narrow end; 

a cylinder disposed in the tapered slot; and 

a spring disposed in the wide end of the tapered slot to urge the cylinder toward the 
narrow end of the tapered slot. 

26. (New) The monitoring housing of claim 24, wherein a trunnion is fixed to the first 
socket, and the brake comprises: 

a stepped sleeve operable to engage the trunnion; 

a brake housing fixed to the ball and defining a cylindrical opening for receiving the 
stepped sleeve, the brake housing and the stepped sleeve cooperate to define a tapered slot 
having a wide end and a narrow end; 

a cylinder disposed in the tapered slot; and 

a spring disposed in the wide end of the tapered slot to urge the cylinder toward the 
narrow end of the tapered slot. 
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